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In the days ahead, Congress must ensure

the process of crafting rules and regulations
for the Hague is done in an expeditious man-
ner. Congress must also ensure that the regu-
latory process is not abused and used in a
manner to reward the efforts of those who
failed to achieve their policy initiatives through
the legislative process. I strongly believe the
Central Authority must be fully staffed and
have personnel with adoption experience. In-
adequate staffing levels and/or lack of staff fa-
miliar about adoption policy could lead to a
dramatic decline in the number of intercountry
adoptions.

Today is a momentous day for adoption.
This legislation provides hope for orphaned
children worldwide and it will improve the lives
of countless children and families.

Mr. BURR of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker,
last summer I introduced legislation with Rep-
resentative BALLENGER that approached this
issue differently than H.R. 2909 as introduced.

Through the committee process, however,
we were able to reach a compromise between
H.R. 2342 and H.R. 2909. Through the efforts
of Chairman GILMAN and Ranking Member
GEJDENSON the legislation we are considering
today takes the best of both bills, and I would
like to thank them for their hard work in mov-
ing the process forward. I would also like to
thank Representative DELAHUNT, who perhaps
more than anyone in this body appreciates the
positive impact this legislation can have. He is
to be commended for his role in the process
as well.

I would like to extend a special thank you to
those parents of children adopted from over-
seas who contacted me with their concerns
and for sharing their experiences with me.
Their input was critically important, and I ap-
preciate their active interest in this legislation
and the process we have gone through.

It is an unfortunate reality that there are
people willing to exploit the vulnerability of
needy children and their prospective parents.
The willingness of these families to go through
the international adoption process, despite its
flaws, is testimony to their character. The pas-
sage of this legislation affirms our commitment
to creating a framework that better protects
children and their families in the future.

Despite our different approaches in address-
ing the problems faced by children and par-
ents in the international adoption process, it is
safe to say we all want the same thing—to
help those who want nothing more than to
provide a child with a loving home. It is my
firm belief that the legislation we are consid-
ering today will do just that, and I encourage
my colleagues to vote for this important bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
QUINN). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from New
York (Mr. GILMAN) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R.
2909, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces that pursuant to

clause 8 of rule XX, notwithstanding
the Chair’s previous announcement,
the Chair will postpone further pro-
ceedings today on each motion to sus-
pend the rules on which the yeas and
nays were ordered until later this
afternoon.

f

DISAPPROVING EXTENSION OF
NONDISCRIMINATORY TREAT-
MENT (NORMAL TRADE RELA-
TIONS TREATMENT) TO PEO-
PLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

Mr. ARCHER. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to the previous order of the House, I
call up the joint resolution (H.J. Res.
103) disapproving the extension of the
waiver authority contained in section
402(c) of the Trade Act of 1974 with re-
spect to the People’s Republic of China,
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the joint
resolution.

The text of H.J. Res. 103 is as follows:
H.J. RES. 103

Resolved by the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That Congress does not
approve the extension of the authority con-
tained in section 402(c) of the Trade Act of
1974 recommended by the President to Con-
gress on June 2, 2000, with respect to the
People’s Republic of China.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Mon-
day, July 17, 2000, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. ARCHER) and a Member in
support of the joint resolution each
will control 1 hour.

Is there a Member in support of the
joint resolution?

Mr. BROWN of OHIO. Mr. Speaker, I
am in support of the resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) will
control 1 hour of time.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. ARCHER).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ARCHER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.J.Res. 103.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.
Mr. ARCHER. Mr. Speaker, I yield

myself such time as I may consume.
Mr. Speaker, a little less than 2

months ago, the American people and
this House spoke out overwhelmingly
in favor of expanded trade with China.
With broad bipartisan support, we
passed a measure granting American
workers, farmers, and businesses un-
precedented access to China’s once-for-
bidden markets.

Agriculture exports alone are ex-
pected to triple with this increased
trade, and tariffs on American-made
goods will be slashed or eliminated en-
tirely in virtually every sector.

Mr. Speaker, as I have said many
times before, this clearly is a win for

the U.S. and her people. It is particu-
larly important that we stay engaged
with China so we can see the blessings
of individual freedom, democracy, and
move forward toward a free enterprise
society.

Mr. Speaker, given that, it is dis-
appointing that we must vote on this
issue yet again. Nevertheless, support
for continued normal trade with China
is stronger than it has ever been, and I
urge Members to keep this process on
track by opposing H.J. Res. 103.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, here in Congress, we
stand together in a commitment to-
ward the spread of democratic ideals
and the improvement of human rights.
But as we have helped encourage the
growth of democracy, many American
corporations promote practices that
work against all that Congress fosters
throughout the world.

During the weeks approaching the
vote for permanent NTR for the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, corporate CEOs
flocked to the Hill to lobby for in-
creased trade with China.

They talked about access to 1.2 bil-
lion consumers in China. What they did
not say was that their real interest is
in 1.2 billion Chinese workers, workers
whom they pay wages on the level of
slave labor.

These CEOs will tell us that increas-
ing trade with China will allow human
rights to improve. They will tell us
that democracy will flourish with in-
creased free trade. But as the CEOs
speak, their companies systematically
violate the most fundamental of
human and worker rights.

Companies such as Huffy and Nike
and WalMart are contracting Chinese
sweatshops to export to the United
States, often with the assistance of re-
pressive and corporate Chinese local
government authorities.

Mr. Speaker, 1,800 Huffy bicycle
workers in the U.S. lost their jobs as
Huffy in Ohio shut down its last three
remaining plants in the U.S. In July of
1988, Huffy fired 800 workers from its
Celina, Ohio, plant where workers
earned $17 an hour.

Huffy now outsources all of its pro-
duction to developing nations, such as
China, where laborers are forced to
work up to 15 hours a day, 7 days a
week and earn an average wage of 33
cents an hour. This is less than 2 per-
cent of what bicycle workers made in
Ohio.

The Qin Shi Handbag in China makes
Kathie Lee Gifford-line handbags for
WalMart. There are about a thousand
workers at the factory where they put
in 14-hour shifts, 7 days a week, often
30 days a month. The average wage at
the factory is 3 cents an hour.

Many workers live in a factory dor-
mitory where they are housed 16 to a
room. Their ID documents have been
confiscated, and they are allowed to
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